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Abstract: The effort of small and medium-sized enterprises to improve their competitiveness and thus achieve the goals on national and global markets is often in conflict with sustainable life on our planet. This article is focused on achieving sustainable development environment for small and medium-sized enterprises in Slovakia. The priorities of small and medium enterprises, related to sustainable development of society, clearly show the areas where is necessary to pay attention. One of the proper  way for these entrants, in accordance with the concept of sustainable development is the application of environmental tools and policy in their work. The article summarises the results of the analysis focused on the utilise of environmental tools in small and medium sized enterprises. The conclusion of the article includes recommendations to improve the current situation.
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Introduction: For present stage of social development is characterised by increasing of economic, social and environmental problems almost in all countries of the world. We came to the point where it is necessary to stop and put ourself a question, where we want to get without change of our existing way of life. Finally we started to realise that growth, we have chosen is not sustainable. We are starting to understand that the environment is not our property, but that we are only part of it. If we don't want to destroy the Earth and even ourselves, we must change our behaviour. Environmental protection requires changes in attitude to the nature and society. Sustainable development thus becomes a tool to ensure of it.  

1 Sustainable development - initial design solution to global problems 

The concept of sustainable development  experienced its "boom" in recent years . Often has been described as the only way out of an unflattering situation in which we found ourselves. Draft of sustainable development is considered to be more durable and more equitable, it is regarded as a possible basis addressing for solution of negative impact on nature.  
There are different views on the concept of sustainable development. The most known definition of sustainable development is WCED definition: "Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations meet their own needs "[6].

To ensure a sustainable life, it is essential that this paradigm will expand and will operate in all spheres of society. One of the most important areas of social life is the economy of countries. A key element of economic growth are especially small and medium enterprises, which influence on development of all society. Small and medium enterprises will undoubtedly rank among the largest players economies of all countries and are prerequisite for a prosperous economy.

Given the current state of society is necessary to pay attention on connection between economic goals of small and medium enterprises as a key market players of individual economies and the impact of their activities on  the human society  and the environment in which humanity exists. Effort of small and medium enterprises to increase their competitiveness and thereby achieve the objectives of national and global markets is often incompatible with sustainable life. The various national and international studies show that the most viable way for small and medium-sized enterprises in this regard can be seen in the application of environmental policy, environmental management programs, voluntary environmental tools and new technologies into their operations.

The use of  environmental management tools increases the economic effectiveness of the business entity and also allow to obtain a new potential profit from improvement the environmental profile of the company [6]. These instruments arose primarily as a voluntary internal initiatives of enterprises and organizations and now also production and sale of these products are already affected throughout the world. Quality product becomes a product that is over his entire life cycle in accordance with the environment and sustainable life.

Many businesses today are still not sufficiently aware of why should focus their efforts on environmental protection. Uncommitted to the environmental protection, arguing mainly with high cost and also lack of knowledge about their impact on company profits. These claims are legitimate but only in the short term.

In the medium and long term can a proactive approach of enterprises to the environmental protection bring these following competitive advantages [8]: cost reduction, labor market advantages, capital market benefits, state aid.

At present not enough to demand only techno-economic quality of product but also its  competitiveness has to meet with the following parameters -reducing the energy consumption, 

minimise emissions and waste, minimise the negative impacts on the environment within

whole product life cycle [2].

The pursuit of ecological-economic harmonization in manufacturing enterprises can be made through the use of various environmental tools, which contribute to the development of the environmental profile of the company. Based on analysis of individual knowledge gained by studying a number of professional materials, [3] [7] [9] [10], it is possible to compile the following summary of yet known environmental instruments.

 
Table 1

Overview of environmental tools orientated for products and processes
	Products tools
	Process tools


	ECO LABELLING (EL)
	ECO-MANAGEMENT AND AUDIT SCHEME (EMAS)


	LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENT (LCA)
	ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (EMS)


	INTEGRATED PRODUCT POLICY (IPP)
	ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITING (EA)


	DESIGN FOR ECOLOGY (DFE)
	ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING (EMA)


	GREEN PROCUREMENT (GP)
	ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE EVALUATION (EPE)


	 
	CLEAN PRODUCTION (CP)


2 Research and discussion
In connection with the above-mentioned issues, together with student Bc. Jurik is his thesis, the survey on the knowledge and using of voluntary environmental tools available to small and medium-sized enterprises in Slovakia, was made. The survey was realized by questionnaire. The survey method was chosen mainly because of its clarity, speed and relatively low cost. The questionnaire survey was performed in April 2010 in 32 small and medium-sized enterprises in the territory of western Slovakia. Total return fully completed questionnaires was 56.25%. The questionnaire included 12 questions (including 9 closed and three open questions), the first two questions were used to categorize individual subjects and the remaining questions were designed to have the knowledge and use of environmental tools. On survey participated  medium (55,56%), small (27.78%) and micro-enterprises (16.67%) operating mainly in the engineering, woodworking and electrical industries. In the next section are, the most importance answers to four questions from the questionnaire, related to this article. Focus on the following questions:

• The use of voluntary environmental tools available to small and medium enterprises.

• Reasons for implementing voluntary environmental tools available to small and medium enterprises.

• The benefits of voluntary environmental tools for small and medium enterprises.

• Reasons for non-use of voluntary environmental tools.

 

Introduction questionnaire aimed at the use of environmental tools in the business. Only 38.89% from surveyed enterprises used voluntary environmental tools. The rest 61.11% of them not used voluntary environmental tools.
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Figure 1: The use of voluntary environmental tools 
The next question asked the reasons for the implementation of environmental instruments in the activities of small and medium enterprises.Enterprises, that use at least one from the voluntary environmental tools in the implementation of their activities, most often applied them due the economic and ecological reasons.
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Figure 2: Reasons for the implementation of voluntary environmental tools 
 

 

The next question was aimed at benefiting from the application of voluntary environmental tools for small and medium enterprises.The most common benefit from the introduction of a voluntary instrument, was for the first the reduce of costs, secondly to increase competitiveness and the third was better image in the eyes of consumers.
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Figure 3: Benefits from the implementation of voluntary environmental tools 
 

 

The most common reason why enterprises do not use the voluntary environmental tools are, according to the survey,lack of awareness about the benefits of these tools as well as fear of the demanding implementation without the desired results.
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Figure 4: Reasons for non-use the voluntary environmental tools in SMEs 
Conclusion
On the basis of the questionnaire survey conducted in an environment of small and medium enterprises in the western Slovakia, it is possible to reach the following conclusions:

· Among questioned enterprises is the lack of knowledge about the opportunities and benefits in the use of voluntary environmental tools.
· Only 38.89% of surveyed enterprises used voluntary environmental tools.

· Those enterprises, that already apply voluntary environmental tools in their work see the benefits of this activity in reducing costs, improving their competitiveness in the markets and better market position.
· The most common reasons why enterprises do not use voluntary environmental tools are poor knowledge of these tools and their benefits, the fear of demanding implementation and also fear of the investment return.
 

Base on this facts, we have come to the need for finding new ways of communication between enterprises and society, showing the importance of a new paradigm as well as certain benefits arising for these enterprises from this acceptance. Measures aimed to improve the current situation should primarily affect for the uncovering of voluntary environmental tools and their subsequent application.

· It is necessary to focus on education of each employee (also for the top) in these enterprises. Teach them about the importance of taking care of environment also in business.
· To support the interests of employees about environmental education programs.
· The next step leading to the improvement of the status quo should be the education of the consumer public in the spirit of sustainable development. This training must be carried out through mass media as well as educational institutions. These need to link education with practice.
 

In conclusion, we have to say that the current situation calls for more efforts of society to change their existing understanding of our "unlimited" options.Identification with the new paradigm of development of the world and society is not only important, but more and more necessary and therefore we must look for ways, which allows us to take these important changes painless. 
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